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Clear statement of 
the theme

Theme clearly 
stated with book 
title & author

Theme stated but 
not as clear or 
missing other info

Theme not really 
stated at all

Explanation of the 
theme

Complete definition 
of the theme--
shown not told

Theme briefly 
defined--told but 
not shown

No definition 
provided

Support #1 Theme choice 
supported with 
well-explained 
evidence from the 
story

Evidence provided, 
but not fully 
explained

No evidence 
provided

Support #2 Theme choice 
supported with 
well-explained 
evidence from the 
story

Evidence provided, 
but not fully 
explained

No evidence 
provided

Support #3 Theme choice 
supported with 
well-explained 
evidence from the 
story

Evidence provided, 
but not fully 
explained

No evidence 
provided
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